Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.083; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.9.
In the mononuclear title complex, [Cu(C 11 H 7 N 6 ) 2 ], the Cu II atom lies on a crystallographic inversion centre and is coordinated by four N atoms from two bidentate chelate monoanionic 3-(pyrazin-2-yl)-5-(pyridin-2-yl-1,2,4-triazol-1-ido ligands, two from the triazolide rings [Cu-N = 1.969 (2) Å ] and two from the pyridine rings [Cu-N = 2.027 (2) Å ], giving a slightly distorted square-planar geometry.
Related literature
For details of the synthesis and properties of related copper compounds showing a similar coordination environment, see: Meng et al. (2009) ; Cheng et al. (2007) ; Zhang et al. (2005) . For the structure of an Ru II complex with the same ligand, see: Browne et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 11 
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. 
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Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg & Putz, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) . (Meng et al., 2009; Cheng et al., 2007; Zhang et al., 2005) . However, only one crystal structure of a metal complex with the named ligand has been reported in the crystallographic literature, that with Ru (Browne et al., 2002) . Herein, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the copper(II) complex with the ptp -ligand, the title complex [Cu(C 11 H 7 N 6 ) 2 ].
As shown in Fig (Table 1) .
Experimental
CuCl 2 ` 2H 2 O (1 mmol, 0.1704 g), Hptp (1 mmol, 0.2242 g), aqueous ammonia (25%, 2.0 ml) and water (15 ml) were heated in a 23-ml Teflon-lined autoclave at 160 °C for 3 days, followed by slow cooling (5 °C h -1
) to room temperature.
The black block crystals were filtered off and washed with water (yield 42%, based on CuCl 2 ` 2H 2 O). IR (KBr, cm 
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H = 0.93 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Computing details
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001 ); data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2001 );
program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg & Putz, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010 
